“You expect certain things when you 
go to work . . .You don’t expect to lose 
your life,” said Commissioner James 
Weinstein to NJDOTers gathered for the 
Employee Memorial groundbreaking on 
April 14. 

Rev. Thomas Johnson of Community 
Relations delivered the invocation at the 
ceremony that signalled the transformation 
of the area outside Headquarters cafeteria 
into a memorial setting. 

The goal of the memorial is to ensure 
all employees who are worthy of the honor 
get their name on the plaque. 

“So far we have 28 names confirmed; 
23 are being researched. This is very 
difficult to do and will not be completed 
until 2001,” said Steve Kook, Chairman 
of the Employee Memorial Committee. 
“About 400 NJDOT employees are 
working on various phases of this project.” 

Kook invites employees to contact him 
directly at (609) 530-6507 about adding 
names, fund raising or other related issues. 


Commissioner James Weinstein (third left) i is flanked by Paul Gentles, Steven Kook, John Spedding, 
Guy LoBue (retired) and Frank Bocchini as they broke ground for the NJDOT Employee Memorial 
that will pay homage to our co-workers who lost their lives while designing, building or maintaining 
New Jersey’s transportation system. 


Unit inspects 6,332 bridges every two years 


“We do 6,332 bridge inspections every 
two years,” said Principal Engineeer Bob 


Flanegan of Structural Evaluation. “Each 
inspection addresses several different points 
described by the federally-mandated 
National Bridge Inspection Standards 
(NBIS).” 

“We have to get out there and check 
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every aspect of the bridge to make sure 
it’s safe,” said Principal Engineer Mujahid 
Khan. “We have to evaluate the bearing 
rocker — the bridge has to give — 
because there has to be room for thermal 
expansion.” 

Another major part of the bridge is the 
girder. “It’s the main thing,” said Khan. 


Assistant Engineer Mujahid Khan evaluates the bearing rocker of the Route I-195 South Broad 


Street bridge in Trenton. 


“The girders carry truck loads to the 
bridge’s substructure.” 

“Of course we scour the foundations 
of critical bridges to find out how much 
erosion has occurred,” said Flanegan. 

In addition to the physical inspection, 
the inspector must document the results 
in a formal report supplemented by 
photographs of the scene. If repairs 
are warranted, the information goes to 
the Maintenance Engineering Office for 
action. The data is also transmitted to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
where it is utilized to apportion bridge 
replacement funds. 

“We receive federal money for 100% 
of our bridge inspections,” stated Manager 
of Structural Evaluation Salim Baig. 
“Also for the scour of critical bridges.” 

“Some things aren’t covered by 
federal funds. This includes sign 
structures, bridges less than 20 feet long 
and railroad carrying bridges. They’re 
inspected and repaired using state funding 
sources.” 

Despite a reduction in staff that 
occurred in 1996, Baig’s unit is doing 
well. It’s achieved 100% compliance in all 
aspects of NBIS four years running on all 
bridges in the state. 


race this May, the 
Genesis hopes to ace 
the coveted Range 
Award, given to the 
vehicle that can drive 
the longest without 
refueling. 

NJ Genesis will 
join the NJ Venturer, 
NJDOT’s electric car 
retrofitted with a 
hydrogen fuel cell 
power supply, after its 
appearance at the New 
York Auto Show in 
New York City next 
week. 

“The project’s a 
win-win for private and 
participants and also 
for NJDOT, and the 
reach for renewable energy,” said Program 
Manager Mike Strizki. 

The new FCEV is an all-aluminum 
Mercury Sable (a donation from Ford) 
that’s been retrofitted with two 100-cell 
proton exchange membrane (PEM) fuel 
cells at 5kW each and balance-of-plant 
equipment. NJDOT and participating high 
school and college students created this 


Neocon Technologies Systems Integration Specialist Joe Ambrosio and 
NJDOT’s Research and Technology Program Manager Mike Strizki 
check “NJ Genesis,” the new clean air vehicle, before its Tour de Sol 
competition. 


Tired of high gasoline prices? Just 
make soap suds by mixing water and 
sodium borohydride with water and 
ruthenium catalyst and watch it fizz! 

You can then use it in the new fuel 
cell electric vehicle (FCEV) — called NJ 
Genesis — developed by NJDOT, Rutgers 
University and private industry. 

Headed for the annual Tour de Sol 
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The American Traffic Safety 
Services Association (ATSSA) 
presented the Golden Cone Award 
“. to NJDOT and other lead 
agencies for promoting the 
.. work zone safety message 
» in New Jersey. 
NJDOT Supervising 
Engineer Anker Winther of 
the Office of Capital Project 
Safety served as Master of 
Ceremonies for National Work Zone 
Safety Awareness Week awards at the 
Trenton Waterfront Park site on April 4. 

Joining Winther were Commissioner 
James Weinstein, Chair of the Legislative 
Transportation Committee Assemblyman 
Alex DeCroce and representatives from 
the Office of Highway Traffic Safety, 
the Federal Highway Administration, the 
State Police, the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) and Rutgers 
University. 

On April 14 Winther also served as a 
panelist at the ATSSA, Rutgers and the 
Office of Highway Traffic Safety’s first 
Work Zone Safety Conference. NIDOT 
Principal Engineer Lee Steiner of Traffic 
Safety moderated the panel discussion on 
work zone safety compliance on state roads. 


NJDOT’s Anker Winther addresses the 
audience about the importance of Work Zone 
Safety Awareness Week in New Jersey held 
April 3 through April 7. 


FCEV with a range of 450 miles that can 
run on 18 gallons of the powdered hydride 
solution. 

Last year the Venturer won both the 
Engineering Excellence Award and the 
Green Car Award in the 1999 Tour de Sol. 
The latter award goes to environmentally- 
friendly or emissions-free vehicles. 

A non-profit membership organization 
founded to foster the use of renewable 
energy and to help preserve the 
environment, the Northeast Sustainable 
Energy Association (NESEA) sponsors the 
Tour de Sol. 
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Other NJDOTers involved in the safety 

conference included Executive Assistant 2 

Leon Fulginetti of Operations Support, 


Route 29 Resident Engineer Bill DeLucia 
and Safety Inspector Dennis Caltagione. 
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DOTRA celebrates sunshine 


Former NJDOTers Al Alaimo of 
Sebastian, FL, Dot Andres of 
Lawrenceville and New Smyrna Beach, 
FL and Peg Wieger of Ewing and 
Kissimmee, FL enjoyed their sixth 
annual February reunion in Rockledge 
FL. Shirley Birkhead Pierce, wife of 
the late Bill Birkhead of Construction, 
hosted the fete for 38 NJDOT retirees. 
Anyone interested in membership 
information should write to DOTRA, 
PO BOX.77160, Trenton, NJ 08628. 


Bo Woods of ae Research and 
L sovernment Services. He will _ 
__also oversee the implementation of the — 
_ “Gateway to the Garden State” ae in 
Camden 
| CPM's ‘Paul Cohn will use his 
knowledge of operations and financing 
__ Of the toll and bi-state authorities in his 
new position of Manager of Authorities 
Coordination. © 


Roger Gilmore eceally assumed the | 


_ responsibilities of Manager in Driver 
Testing; Judith Kirkpatrick was named 
Manager of MVS Say Service 
Centers. 

: Steve Warren was opps 

~ Manager of the newly-created Bureau 


oe of Safety Programs. Warren will head 


the Accident Records Section (formerly 
in Transportation Data Development), the 


_ Safety Section (formerly within Traffic 


Engineering & Safety) and a new Safety 
Engineering Section to expand the ~ 


_ Department's role in identifying safety in 


our transportation facilities. — 

This new bureau and the former Bureau 
of Traffic Engineering and Safety Programs, 
which is now the Bureau of Traffic 
Engineering, will reside in the Division of 
tte Operations. 

Directing 

As the newly-appointed Director of 
Capital Programming and Funds 
Management, Mark Stout will steer the 
activities of capital planning and program 
initiatives for delivery of a capital 
program. 

MVS Director of Driver Conkol and 
Regulatory Affairs W. Patrick Scheffer 


Pat Jones of Motor Vehicle Services, Judi Parrish of Planning and Barbara Fisher of 
Communications give readings of famous women during the final observance of the 
Women’s History Month 2000 celebration at NJDOT in March. Regina A. Reeder of 
Civil Rights/Affirmative Action chaired the month-long program. 


May 12 


Trenton Thunder fans! 


See the Trenton Thunder beat the 
Birmingham Mets at home on August 
22 and support the NJDOT Employee 
Memorial at the same time. You can 
purchase your tickets for $8 each, which 
includes a $.50 donation to the Employee 
Memorial. Just send a check made out 
to NJDOT Thunder to Kate Immordino, 
Commissioner’s office, NIDOT 
Headquarters, PO BOX 600, Trenton. 

Tickets are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 


_ was recently elected to the International 


Registration Plan (IRP) Board of 
Directors. He is the official representative 
of Region I of the American Association of 
Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) 
of the eastern United States coast and 
Canada. 

_ Scheffer is one of four elected 
members to the ten-member board that 
administers the federally-sponsored 
registration reciprocity initiative. The 
payment of fees is based upon fleet miles 
operated in each jurisdiction. 

Surveying 

Supervising Engineer Louis Marchuk 
was named State Transportation Land 
Surveyor in March. Reporting to Director 
Dick Dunne, Marchuk is authorized to 
approve and seal right of way plans 
for public filing and exhibits for 
condemnation and court proceedings in 
accordance with the Map Filing Law. 


N aa Awards ernony = 
Asian History Month programs 


‘Service Awards: Planning, Research and 
~ Local Government Services 


Service Awards: Capital Program Management 4 
Service Awards: Finance 


Service Awards: Commissioner's Units. 
Capital Investment and Coordination — 
Customer Advocacy and Administration 


‘Service Awards: Operations 


May 15 


May 19 
May 23 
May 24 
May 30-31 


Service Awards: Motor Vehicle Services - 


Arts and Crafts Exhibit, Motor Vehide Services 4 
Contact: Cora Sue Santopietro, (609) 530-5413. 


TeamDOT Walk for American Cancer Society 
Contacts: Patrica Bowker (609) 530-3741 
Joe Barna (609) 341-3317 


June 2-3 


Arts and Crafts Exhibit, NIDOT Headquarters % 
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NJDOT campaigns 
for children’s bike safety 


“Always wear your helmet” is the bike safety message 
NJDOT sent to K-8 public and private schools and county 
libraries all over the state in February. The complete set of 
three posters are displayed in 
the lobbies of Headquarters, 
Motor Vehicle Services East 
State Street building and in 
the three NJDOT regional 
offices. 

The poster features a 
smiling youngster wearing a 
helmet. It was distributed 
with a greeting from 
Commissioner James 
Weinstein and a copy of 
the “New Jersey Bicycle 
Manual.” And, it directs 
people to the bike safety page 
on njcommuter.com where the public can view and 
download other bicycle safety materials for children. 

Two other posters: “Ride on the right side of the road” 
and “Obey all traffic laws” were mailed to the libraries 
in March and this month, just in time for Bike Safety 
Month in May. 

NJDOT?’s Bicycle/pedestrian Advocate Bill Feldman 
worked with Marketing Manager Barbara Fisher of the 
Communications Office to develop the poster messages. 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funded the 
project. 


